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A U.S. district court ruled 
Thursday to deny a portion 
of a lawsuit that would pre-
vent UT from receiving rev-
enue University officials say 
is necessary to establish a 
proposed medical school and 
teaching hospital.
U.S. District Judge Lee 
Yeakel denied plaintiffs’ re-
quest to bar Central Health, 
Travis County’s hospital dis-
trict, from canvassing the 
votes of Proposition 1, a mea-
sure that would finalize the 
election results. Proposition 1 
is a ballot proposal approved 
by voters Nov. 6 that would 
raise property taxes to par-
tially fund operations at the 
teaching hospital and pur-
chase medical services from 
medical school students and 
faculty for the general public.
The Travis County Tax-
payers Union, a political 
action committee formed 
to oppose Proposition 1, 
and three other plaintiffs 
say Central Health violated 
the U.S. Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 by including advo-
cacy language that allegedly 
swayed voters to cast ballots 
in favor of Proposition 1.
In a statement released 
Thursday, Patricia Young 
Brown, Central Health 
President and CEO, said 
she is pleased with Yeakel’s 
decision, which will allow 
Central Health’s board of 
UT students are shaping 
the face of Formula 1 racing 
in the United States as they 
add Texas flair to the inter-
national race Sunday.
Undeclared sophomore 
Rocio Tueme will represent 
Austin as one of 45 grid girls 
at the Circuit of the Ameri-
cas Formula 1 U.S. Grand 
Prix on Sunday wearing an 
outfit designed by another 
UT student. Tueme heard 
about the opportunity from 
a friend and was chosen as a 
grid girl after a phone inter-
view with the designer.
Grid girls serve as pro-
motional models, and on 
the day of the race they hold 
flags representing the partic-
ipating countries before the 
start of the race and inter-
act with the racers and their 
teams down on the track. 
Tueme said the style of 
the outfit she will be wear-
ing represents the culture 
of the race’s location more 
than the traditional Formu-
la 1 grid girl uniform.
“When you think about 
a grid girl outfit you think 
something really tight, and 
really short, and really re-
vealing. This one is actually 
really inspired by Austin, 
it’s kind of like a cowgirl,” 
Tueme said. 
Tueme has lived in Texas 
for 10 years and is origi-
nally from Mexico. Tueme 
said she does not diligently 
follow Formula 1 racing 
but watched a few races 
growing up because it is a 
popular sport in Mexico.
“Now I’m excited for this 
because I have watched the 
The UT System Board of 
Regents announced an advi-
sory task force on relation-
ships between UT institutions 
and UT-affiliated founda-
tions in response to a report 
deeming the procedure of 
obtaining a forgivable per-
sonal loan through the Law 
School Foundation inappro-
priate for the University.
During the regents’ regu-
lar meeting Thursday, Board 
Chairman Gene Powell said 
the advisory task force will 
look into the best practices 
regarding relationships with 
foundations that regularly 
contribute to UT.
“This review was a neces-
sary step to assure that re-
quests from universities to 
these groups are consistent to 
the best practices,” Powell said.
Last year, Larry Sager, for-
mer dean of the School of 
Law, stepped down from his 
position at the request of UT 
President William Powers Jr. 
after it was found he obtained 
a $500,000 forgivable person-
al loan from the Law School 
Foundation, a nonprofit or-
ganization not operated by 
the University that helps 
Ailing merchandise and textbook sales caused 
total income for the University Co-operative So-
ciety, also known as the University Co-op, to fall 
approximately $7.6 million from 2009 to 2011. 
Michael Granof, chairman of the organization’s 
board of directors, said the loss in revenue has re-
quired the Co-op to expand its services beyond 
the sale of books and merchandise at the main 
branch and has affected the organization’s ability 
to contribute to the University in recent years. 
Sales of merchandise are linked to the per-
formance of the UT football team, Granof said. 
George Mitchell, Co-op president and CEO, said 
the organization’s licensed merchandise sales fell 
from more than $23 million in fiscal year 2010 
to just less than $18 million in fiscal year 2012. 
“I expect the football team to come back,” 
Mitchell said. “We enjoyed 13 years of a good 
football team. Knowing Mack Brown, he’ll be 
back next year big time, and he’ll be back this 
year, too.”
In addition, textbook sales have continued 
to fall as professors increasingly post texts on-
line for free, Granof said. Competitors such as 
Amazon have also gained popularity in recent 
1
Friday, November 16, 2012@thedailytexan facebook.com/dailytexan
The Daily Texan
Serving the University of Texas at Austin community since 1900
dailytexanonline.com 
Students pitch 
in for America 
Recyles Day.
NEWS
PAGE 5
The Couch plays 
TSTV and KVRX’s 
Local Live.
LIFE&ARTS
PAGE 8
SYSTEM
UT, affiliates’ relation to be assessed
By Alexa Ura
REGENTS continues on page 2
MITCHELL continues on page 3
F1 continues on page 2PROP. 1 continues on page 5
TEXAN IN-DEPTH
Series of loans 
to Co-Op CEO 
causes concerns
Bookstore revenue drops, affects monetary distribution
By Megan Strickland
By Megan Strickland
F1 employs students as models
BUSINESS COSTS
Zachary Strain | Daily Texan Staff 
Court rejects halting 
Prop. 1 confirmation
SYSTEM
Larry Sager
Former dean of the  
UT School of Law
FORMULA 1
Pu Ying Huang
Daily Texan Staff
Undeclared 
sophomore 
Rocio Tueme 
will be one of 
45 grid girls at 
the Circuit of 
the Americas 
Formula 1 U.S. 
Grand Prix on 
Sunday. 
By Joshua Fechter
By Taylor Hampton
 — Patricia Young Brown, 
Central Health President and CEO
The ballot language 
presented to the  
voters of Travis County 
was understandable 
and allowed for further 
clarity on this important 
issue, which was  
our intention.
‘‘
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Caribbean Night 2012
Join the Caribbean 
Students Association for 
a night of entertaining 
and educational 
Caribbean culture. Enjoy 
performances and food 
from across the region 
tonight from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
the South Mall.
‘The Scarlet Letter’
The Department of 
Theatre and Dance 
is sponsoring Sarah 
Saltwick’s adaptation of 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
classic tale. The show 
opens at 8 p.m. and runs 
through Dec. 7. Regular 
price for admission is 
$15-$25. 
Aerosmith at Frank 
Erwin Center
Iconic American rock band 
Aerosmith will headline an 
evening at the Frank Erwin 
Center with special guest 
Cheap Trick. Doors open 
at 8 p.m. and admission is 
$65-$199.
‘Some Girl(s)’
comes to UT stage
The play “Some Girl(s)” 
by Neil LaBute take a 
look at the wake behind 
us when we think we are 
“following our heart.” The 
show opens at 8 p.m. and 
admission is free.
TODAY
Today 
in history
In 1272
On Nov. 16, 1272, 
while traveling 
during the Ninth 
Crusade, Prince 
Edward became 
king of England 
after the death of 
Henry III. However, 
Prince Edward 
would not return to 
England for nearly 
two years to as-
sume the throne.
Over the course of several years, 
the University Co-op made CEO and 
president George Mitchell a series of 
loans that amounted to $795,296.
Co-op officials say the loans were 
appropriate, although a nonprofit 
tax expert disagrees. Mitchell said 
the loans were made against his de-
ferred bonus compensation more 
than a decade ago. 
Michael Granof, chairman of the 
Co-op’s board of directors, said the 
board wanted to give Mitchell an 
incentive to improve sales at a time 
when the Co-op wasn’t generating 
adequate revenue. The board decid-
ed to provide that incentive through 
bonus compensation. 
“In order to preserve the cash, 
which the Co-op didn’t have very 
much of at the time, it set it up so 
that the bonus would be deferred,” 
Granof said. “Nonetheless, he was 
permitted to borrow against it.” 
The loans to Mitchell were not 
problematic for the Co-op during 
its annual audits, Granof said. In-
terest on the loans Mitchell took 
out against his deferred bonus pay 
eventually equaled slightly more 
than $1 million, an amount equal 
to the deferred compensation he 
was owed. In Mitchell’s words, the 
Co-op “needed to figure out some 
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Presidents’ families share insights
on first lady’s public, personal role
By Jordan Rudner
racers, and I have my favor-
ite ones, so I’m excited to see 
them in person,” Tueme said.
Tueme said her favorite rac-
ers are Sebastian Vettel, who is 
ranked No. 1; Fernando Alonso, 
who is ranked No. 2; and Sergio 
Perez, who is from her home 
country and is ranked No. 15. 
Ross Bennett, a local 
designer and textiles and 
apparel senior, designed 
the outfits.
“I designed this very hunt-
ing-inspired meets Dallas 
Cowboy cheerleader — so 
it’s like white-fringed skirts, a 
hunting jacket that has west-
ern yolks on it and a vest that 
matches it, too. Red cowboy 
boots, red lace underneath 
big turquoise jewelry from 
Kendra Scott, and that is how 
this whole All-American-
big-Texas girl came to forma-
tion,” Bennett said.
In the search for the grid 
girls, Bennett said he wanted 
to showcase women with 
bodies representative of the 
diversity in America. 
“I could have pulled all 
Texas blondes and shown 
them Texas, but I wanted to 
show America, so we have 
girls of all nationalities in the 
group,” Bennett said.
He said there is a high level 
of professionalism expected 
of the girls because an esti-
mated 600 million viewers 
around the world will watch 
the race. Bennett said they 
looked for experienced girls, 
like Tueme, who are educated 
and speak multiple languages 
because they will interact 
with foreign dignitaries, am-
bassadors and celebrities.
“It’s very easy to find pretty 
girls, especially in Texas, but 
it’s hard to find girls that can 
actually talk and carry on a 
conversation,” Bennett said.
Dressed in the grid girl 
uniform, Tueme attended 
an event Monday that track 
owner Bobby Epstein and 
Mack Brown attended. She 
will attend the Aerosmith 
concert Friday night. Ben-
nett said the girls’ contracts 
end Nov. 30, but the uni-
forms will be worn at private 
events, VIP parties and other 
events until next year’s race.
support law professors’ sala-
ries, without approval from 
central administration.
The UT System report, 
released Tuesday and writ-
ten by Barry Burgdorf, UT 
System vice chancellor and 
general counsel, looked 
into the relationship be-
tween the foundation and 
the University following 
Sager’s resignation.
In the report, Burgdorf 
wrote that Sager’s ability to 
recommend and negotiate 
the personal loan for him-
self created an impression of 
self-dealing that the System 
does not condone.
Sager approached for-
mer foundation president 
Robert Grable in 2009 and 
proposed the loan over 
dinner after Steve Leslie, 
executive provost and vice 
president, denied Sager 
a salary increase because 
of a tight budget, accord-
ing to the report. Leslie 
oversees compensation of 
University deans.
According to the report, 
Powers said he did not dis-
cuss the personal loan with 
Sager either.
After discussing the 
report in executive ses-
sion, Powell said the task 
force will create a central 
structure for relationships 
with UT-affiliated founda-
tions and establish record-
keeping procedures and 
provisions to assure that 
UT employees are not 
receiving direct benefits from 
external sources.
The task force is also 
expected to recommend 
locations and staffing for 
foundation offices. The Law 
School Foundation is cur-
rently housed on campus.
“This will go a long way 
to establish the best man-
agement practices to help 
support these entities that 
have supported UT System 
institutions for so long,” 
Powell said.
The forgivable personal 
loan program is currently 
suspended.
Sager’s spokesperson 
Glenn Smith said conflicts 
with Sager’s personal loan 
could have been avoided 
if the procedures the task 
force will recommend had 
already existed.
“Historical practices were 
followed by Dean Sager and 
other faculty,” Smith said. 
“Whatever new procedures 
will be put in place will be 
followed as well.”
Stephen Susman, a mem-
ber of the Law School 
Foundation’s board of 
trustees, said he supports 
the creation of the task 
force. Any official proce-
dures for salary approval 
that might be implemented 
through the task force will 
help avoid situations like 
the one Sager was put in, 
Susman said.
“This wasn’t Sager’s fault,” 
Susman said. “The University 
did not have a procedure 
in place. The notion that 
they would expect Sager 
to get approval for his own 
contract is stupid.”
Susman said the founda-
tion was aware Sager was 
negotiating his own loan, 
and executive committee 
members assumed he had 
the authority to do so.
Susman was not on 
the foundation’s board of 
trustees when Sager was 
awarded the forgivable 
personal loan.
In a statement to The 
Daily Texan, UT President 
Powers said he welcomes 
the recommendations set 
forth by the report released 
by the System.
“The report released by 
the UT System recognizes 
the foundation’s vital role 
in maintaining a nation-
ally ranked law school,” 
Powers said. “The report 
also offers some impor-
tant recommendations to 
modernize and bring more 
transparency to the rela-
tionship between UT and 
the foundation.”
Regents Robert Stillwell 
and Brenda Pejovich will 
head the task force, and a 
representative from the Of-
fice of the Attorney General 
will provide advice. UT in-
stitution presidents will also 
participate in establishing 
recommendations that will 
be presented to the regents 
for approval in 180 days.
— Ross Bennett, 
Textiles and apparel senior
It’s very easy to find 
pretty girls, especially 
in Texas, but it’s hard 
to find girls that can 
actually talk and carry 
on a conversation.
‘
On his first night in the 
White House, just a week 
after President Nixon’s 
unprecedented resigna-
tion from office, Steven 
Ford, Gerald Ford’s then 
18-year-old son, sneaked 
his stereo onto the roof of 
the White House so that 
he could blast Led Zep-
pelin. Former first lady 
Laura Bush would have 
made a different selec-
tion. Her daughter, Bar-
bara Bush, said the 43rd 
president’s wife is more of 
a Bob Marley fan. 
Jenna Bush Hager, Bar-
bara Bush’s twin sister 
and daughter of President 
George W. Bush and Laura 
Bush, said her mother’s 
musical preferences serve 
as just one of the many 
sides to her personality the 
media rarely portrayed.
“I think people thought 
of our mom as kind of a 
cookie-cutter mother, be-
cause it’s much easier to see 
people as one-dimension-
al,” Hager said. “She’s a very 
strong lady. She just hap-
pens not to shout.”
Candid revelations 
about musical preferences 
were just a few of the per-
sonal anecdotes that sur-
faced at “The Enduring 
Legacies of America’s First 
Ladies,” an event hosted 
Friday by the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Presidential Li-
brary. The event featured 
three generations of wom-
en in the Bush family as 
well as Steven Ford, Lynda 
Johnson Robb, President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson’s 
daughter and several for-
mer White House staffers.
Speakers examined the 
role of the first lady, a po-
sition that former Clinton 
press secretary Dee Dee 
Myers said changes with 
each new administration.
Ford said a major com-
ponent of his mother’s lega-
cy was the way she brought 
her personal struggles with 
breast cancer and alcohol-
ism to public attention.
“The moment she raised 
her hand and said, ‘My 
name is Betty, and I’m an 
alcoholic,’ she changed 
the stereotypes about the 
nature of the disease,” 
Ford said.   
Barbara Bush described 
one of her mother’s roles as 
“comforter-in-chief ” in the 
days following 9/11. 
Laura Bush said this role 
as comforter was instinctive. 
“I myself wanted the 
comfort of my mother’s 
voice,” Laura Bush said. 
“I knew kids everywhere 
would want that.”
Although both Barbara 
Bush and Ford highlight-
ed events specific to their 
mother’s personal lives 
and events that occurred 
during their husband’s ad-
ministrations, certain as-
pects of the first lady posi-
tion remain constant. Lisa 
Caputo, Hillary Clinton’s 
former press secretary, 
said Clinton took a very 
public role in working with 
her husband on his health 
care initiatives and welfare 
reform, but she was not the 
first first lady to work with 
policy issues.
“[Clinton] was the first 
first lady to have an of-
fice in the West Wing,” 
Caputo said. “We were 
very up front about the 
fact that she was going 
to play a policy role and 
be an advisor to her hus-
band, but in reality, we 
look throughout history 
and practically all first 
ladies have had a role in 
influencing policy. It just 
wasn’t at the forefront.”
Aaron Berecka | Daily Texan Staff
Harrison Witt, an electrician on “Death Proof,” gives a lighting tutorial at Taos Co-op on Thursday evening.
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years, he said. Students pur-
chasing used books have 
led publishers to charge 
more for the original copy, 
because they must recoup 
their costs in a single sale, 
he said. 
The Co-op makes a profit 
by selling textbooks for 25 
percent more than they 
pay for them, and students 
can turn their receipts in at 
the end of the year for a 10 
percent rebate opportunity. 
Granof said he hopes stu-
dents understand the mar-
ket and don’t think the Co-
op is driving high prices.
When sales drop, the 
UT community loses out, 
Granof said. 
“Any money we make 
goes back to the University,” 
Granof said. “We want to 
support activities that en-
hance the quality of life at 
the University that otherwise 
would likely go unfunded.” 
The Co-op gave the Uni-
versity $812,000 in grants 
in the fiscal year that ended 
July 2011, according to the 
organization’s tax returns — 
a huge drop from more than 
$2.3 million in grants made 
during the previous year. 
The Texas Revue, UT’s an-
nual student talent show, did 
not receive funding from the 
Co-op this year, said event 
chair Courtney Brindle. The 
Co-op had fully sponsored 
the Texas Revue the past two 
years, the business honors 
senior said. 
“It allowed us to advertise, 
put on the show and give 
prizes,” Brindle said. “Basi-
cally everything for the show 
was funded by the Co-op.” 
The show will still go on 
this year, but the organiza-
tion will have to find al-
ternative funding sources, 
Brindle said. 
While revenues have fall-
en, Mitchell’s pay remains 
high, said Texas Tech law 
professor Marilyn Phelan. 
“When people contribute 
to a nonprofit, they don’t 
expect their money to go 
to a handful of executives,” 
Phelan said. 
The Co-op paid Mitchell 
$735,984 for the fiscal year 
that ended July 2011. 
Granof said the board 
decided Mitchell’s pay af-
ter outside consultation 
with experts. He said some 
of the consultants recom-
mended Mitchell’s pay be set 
higher and noted the Co-op 
has to compete against for-
profit companies and must 
offer competitive pay to 
its employees.
Granof said Mitchell’s ser-
vice to the Co-op since 1987 
warrants higher pay.
However, Mitchell’s sal-
ary is much higher than 
that of Jim Williams. Wil-
liams retired this year from 
his post as general man-
ager of the Oregon Duck 
Store, a nonprofit book and 
merchandise store for the 
University of Oregon. He 
first took the job, which is 
comparable to Mitchell’s, in 
1976. When he retired, he 
was the store’s highest-com-
pensated employee, accord-
ing to tax forms. He was 
paid $179,877 in the fiscal 
year ending July 2011. The 
Duck Store’s gross receipts 
for that year totaled more 
than $42.8 million.
Mitchell is the creative 
mind behind many of the 
organization’s innovative 
successes such as Longhorn 
apparel for women, children 
and pets, Granof said. 
The best of reputations 
won’t change the numbers, 
however. Granof said the 
best way students can help 
the Co-op right now is to 
buy textbooks and merchan-
dise at the store. 
When undergraduate 
studies freshman Daulton 
Venglar rented his text-
books at the Co-op this year, 
he said he had no idea the 
money he spent could have 
helped fund Camp Texas, 
a program that helped him 
transition to UT. 
“Without Camp Texas, I 
don’t know if it would have 
been scary, but it was good 
to know that I had friends 
that were already here,” 
Venglar said. 
Camp Texas consists of 
several weeklong sessions 
before the start of every 
school year that allow in-
coming freshmen to meet 
and bond. The Texas Exes 
partner with the Co-op to 
sponsor $150,000 that sup-
ports the camps, minority 
scholarships and operating 
expenses, said Tim Taliafer-
ro, Texas Exes vice president 
of communications and 
digital strategy.
“It would be really dif-
ficult to replace the Co-op’s 
contribution that makes 
Camp Texas run,” Talia-
ferro said. “It’s an expensive 
program. It’s a high-impact 
program that touches many 
incoming freshmen.” 
Granof said the Co-op has 
funded three annual award 
banquets for faculty and 
student research, student ac-
tivities such as Forty Acres 
Fest, Explore UT, Texas Re-
vue, lectures and more over 
the years.
“If we were a person, we’d 
probably have our name 
on the side of a building by 
now,” Mitchell said of how 
much funding the Co-op 
has granted.  
To increase revenues in 
the future the Co-op isn’t 
placing all of its bets on 
the recovery of the foot-
ball team or book sales. 
This fall, the Fort Worth 
branch of the Co-op, now 
called University Stores, be-
gan selling Texas Christian 
University merchandise. 
Mitchell said stocking half 
the store with TCU mer-
chandise was necessary. 
“The Fort Worth store was 
losing money,” Mitchell said. 
“That’s the first store we had 
that wasn’t making money.” 
The Co-op also has 
branches in Dallas, Houston 
and San Antonio. 
Mitchell said he received 
10 complaints about the 
store’s decision to sell TCU 
merchandise, but after 
speaking with the com-
plainants, they realized 
the economic benefits of 
the change. 
“I expected much bigger 
backlash, but there wasn’t at 
all,” Mitchell said. 
Diana Troy, a member 
of the Fort Worth branch 
of the Texas Exes, said she 
has lived in Fort Worth her 
entire life and except for 
when the Longhorns face 
off against the Horned Frogs 
this Thanksgiving, she sup-
ports both teams.
“Looking at it from a busi-
ness perspective, I think it’s a 
good strategy,” Troy said. 
In addition to selling 
TCU merchandise at the 
Fort Worth branch, the 
Co-op is also consider-
ing creating merchandise 
for high school markets, 
Granof said. The Co-op 
market on Guadalupe 
is another initiative by 
the organization to help 
generate revenue. 
As the Co-op tries to 
increase revenues, Granof 
said having an indepen-
dent bookstore helps build 
community. Benefits to 
students and faculty are 
the primary argument for 
not privatizing the store, 
he said. The store exists for 
the good of the UT com-
munity, not for the good of 
the Co-op or its executives, 
Granof said. 
The overall outlook this 
year is not good, Granof said. 
“Right now it looks like 
we’re going to break even, 
I think,” Granof said. “We 
may have a small loss. A trip 
to the national champion-
ship wouldn’t hurt us.”
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NEW ORLEANS — A day 
of reckoning arrived for BP 
on Thursday as the oil giant 
agreed to plead guilty to a 
raft of criminal charges and 
pay a record $4.5 billion in a 
settlement with the govern-
ment over the deadly 2010 
disaster in the Gulf of Mexi-
co. Three BP employees were 
also charged, two of them 
with manslaughter.
The settlement and the 
indictments came two and 
a half years after the fiery 
drilling-rig explosion that 
killed 11 workers and set 
off the biggest offshore oil 
spill in U.S. history.
The settlement includes 
nearly $1.3 billion in fines, 
the largest criminal pen-
alty in the nation’s history. 
As part of the deal, BP will 
plead guilty to charges in-
volving the 11 deaths and 
lying to Congress about how 
much oil was spewing from 
the blown-out well.
“We believe this resolu-
tion is in the best interest of 
BP and its shareholders,” BP 
chairman Carl-Henric Svan-
berg said. “It removes two 
significant legal risks and al-
lows us to vigorously defend 
the company against the re-
maining civil claims.”
Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Lanny Breuer said 
the deaths and the oil spill 
“resulted from BP’s cul-
ture of privileging profit 
over prudence.”
Separately, BP rig work-
ers Robert Kaluza and 
Donald Vidrine were in-
dicted on federal charges of 
manslaughter and involun-
tary manslaughter, accused 
of repeatedly disregard-
ing abnormal high-pres-
sure readings that should 
have been glaring indica-
tions of trouble just before 
the blowout.
In addition, David 
Rainey, BP’s former vice 
president of exploration 
for the Gulf of Mexico, was 
charged with obstruction 
of Congress and making 
false statements. Prosecu-
tors said he withheld infor-
mation that more oil was 
gushing from the well than 
he let on.
Rainey’s lawyers said he 
did “absolutely nothing 
wrong.” And attorneys for 
the two rig workers accused 
the Justice Department of 
making scapegoats out of 
them. Both men are still 
with BP.
“Bob was not an executive 
or high-level BP official. He 
was a dedicated rig worker 
who mourns his fallen co-
workers every day,” Kaluza 
attorneys Shaun Clarke 
and David Gerger said in a 
statement. “No one should 
take any satisfaction in this 
indictment of an innocent 
man. This is not justice.”
By Michael Kunzelman
Associated Press
BP to pay $4.5B; 3 charged
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at university bookstores
way to get it off the books 
since it’s equal.” 
Marilyn Phelan, a non-
profit tax expert and Texas 
Tech law professor, saw the 
loans as cause for concern. 
Loans — made under the 
premise of having to pay the 
money back — are usually 
considered nontaxable income, 
according to Phelan. Theoreti-
cally, Mitchell could receive the 
cash from the loans without 
paying taxes on it, Phelan said. 
“He will not pay any income 
taxes until the organization 
discharges its obligation to pay 
him the deferred compensa-
tion,” Phelan said.  “However, 
he has received it all in the 
form of borrowing the money 
from the organization.”
Mitchell said his pay was 
approved by a team of law-
yers and he did not want to 
release his personal income 
tax information.
“I would have had to pay tax-
es if I took it out,” Mitchell said 
of the deferred compensation. 
He refused to say whether 
the loan status of the de-
ferred compensation would 
affect its tax status.
Granof said Mitchell’s per-
sonal income taxes are not the 
Co-op’s fiscal responsibility.
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 — Michael Granof,
UT Co-op board of directors chairman
Right now it looks like 
we’re going to break even, 
I think. We may have a 
small loss. A trip to the 
national championship 
wouldn’t hurt us.
It’s an oft-heard complaint that UT-
Austin, despite being a public institution, 
is receiving less and less state funding ev-
ery day and is becoming unaffordable for 
the average student. State funding for the 
2011-12 academic year dropped by 7.6 
percent, according to a study conducted 
by Illinois State University’s Center for 
the Study of Higher Education. The state 
of Texas provided nearly half of all of UT’s 
funding in 1984, but since then that per-
centage has dropped to 13 percent. This 
has paralleled an equally dramatic rise in 
tuition. 
Recently, the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board recommended that 
the state Legislature reduce the maximum 
TEXAS Grant amount from $5,000 to 
$2,900 and limit the grants to only four 
years. The board’s argument is that reduc-
ing the amount awarded would allow more 
eligible students to receive funding.
According to Tom Melecki, director of 
Student Financial Services, the Univer-
sity opposes the board’s recommenda-
tion.  Dr. Melecki insists that the Univer-
sity should be able to set its own TEXAS 
Grant amount as long as it does not exceed 
$7,400, the amount set by state law for the 
2012-13 academic year. On Oct. 25th, the 
recommendations were approved to go to 
the Legislature, although there was an ex-
emption made for degree plans that take 
more than four years. 
When I spoke to Dr. Melecki, he insist-
ed that it was not his intent to “just single 
out the Coordinating Board” and that he 
understands both sides of the argument. 
He understands the need to provide aid 
to as many eligible students as possible but 
insists that  $2,900 would not be sufficient 
for the students who do receive the TEX-
AS Grant. He warns that without sufficient 
money for each recipient, many students 
would have to work more, increasing the 
possibility that they wouldn’t graduate in 
the four years necessary to continue re-
ceiving the funds. 
It’s worth noting that tuition and fees 
make up only 38.6 percent of the cost of 
attending UT, while room and board and 
other expenses like transportation make 
up 57.8 percent, according to Melecki’s 
testimony to the Senate Higher Education 
Committee in September. Tuition at UT 
has stayed far below the national rate. Ac-
cording to the Office of Student Financial 
Services, it  rose 3.99 percent in 2011-2012, 
compared to 8.02 percent for the national 
average (the national data used by Melecki 
comes from a College Board study titled 
“Trends in College Pricing”).
However, Austin is an expensive place to 
live, and those costs offset that difference. 
In his testimony, Melecki also  compared 
the total cost of attendance at UT-Austin 
with that of an unnamed  commuter uni-
versity. The total cost for UT was $25,394 
a year, compared to $13,863 for the other 
school. The reason for the difference? Stu-
dents did not pay any room and board at 
the commuter university, while in at UT, 
students paid about $10,946. Melecki ad-
mits that in the case of commuter colleges, 
“$2,900 for the TEXAS Grants might be 
enough,” but he questions its effectiveness 
for a university with a cost of living as high 
as ours.
Both the Higher Education Coordinat-
ing Board and UT have legitimate argu-
ments.  In today’s budget crisis, you can’t 
simply allocate more money to higher ed-
ucation at the expense of other programs. 
Either provide fewer students with more 
money (as Melecki proposes) or provide 
more students with less money in an envi-
ronment of increasing education costs.
 But neither solution strikes at the source 
of the problem, which is that Texans are 
not willing to make sacrifices to deal with 
our state’s budget problems. According to 
a 2011 Texas Tribune survey, the vast ma-
jority of Texans opposes cuts to treasured 
programs such as assistance to nursing 
homes, public education, higher educa-
tion, and border security. At the same 
time, most Texans oppose revenue-raising 
measures like surcharges on gas guzzling 
vehicles (80 percent against) and legalizing 
and taxing marijuana (61 percent against).
We cannot solve our budget problems 
with cuts alone. We cannot simply reduce 
the amounts given in scholarships and 
somehow do more with less. As Texans, 
we all must work to balance our budget, 
even if it means contributing a little bit 
more in taxes.
Knoll is a Latin American Studies senior. 
On Oct. 24th, I accom-
panied my roommate to 
the West Mall, where we 
witnessed members of the 
Make UT Sweatshop-Free 
Coalition attempting to gain 
signatures for a petition 
urging the University Co-op 
to stop accepting products 
made with sweatshop labor 
and switch to the Alta Gra-
cia brand. My roommate, 
along with the members of 
the Make UT Sweatshop-
Free Coalition, wore noth-
ing but underwear adorned 
with cardboard cutouts that 
read, “We’d rather go naked 
than wear sweatshop appar-
el.” Although their attire did 
garner a lot of attention, the 
disapproving head-shakes 
and judgmental eye shifts I 
noticed made me wonder: 
How practical is it to employ 
nudity to attract attention to 
a cause? Were potential pe-
tition signers turned off by 
the public exposure, or were 
people that wouldn’t have 
signed at all drawn in?
It’s impossible to fully 
answer these questions, be-
cause it is impossible to con-
trol for factors such as the 
demographics and views of 
the people walking through 
the West Mall on any given 
day. But in a world saturated 
with terrorist attacks and 
violent protests, using the 
nude (or half-nude) human 
body in a nonviolent man-
ner in support of an honest 
cause should be among the 
least of our worries. Be-
yond tolerance, it should 
be respected as a successful 
example of victimless radi-
calism.
The protest’s reliance on 
the appeal of underwear 
wasn’t a spontaneous inci-
dent but one step in a series 
of planned efforts. Members 
and supporters were not 
reveling in getting naked to 
draw attention to themselves 
or to have a good time but 
to draw attention to their 
cause in a practical way. 
And this isn’t the first 
time they’ve done it. Alonzo 
Mendoza, a UT senior and 
member of the coalition, 
commented, “We had previ-
ously done naked protesting 
as part of our campaign to 
have UT affiliate with the 
Worker Rights Consortium, 
and given its success in gar-
nering attention and sup-
port from the University’s 
community, we figured that 
we would get even more at-
tention this time around 
since we’ve been building 
up from the momentum of 
last semester’s successful 
campaign.”
Once UT affiliated with 
the Worker Rights Consor-
tium in June, the coalition 
pushed the Co-op to invest 
in the Alta Gracia brand, 
which produces college ap-
parel while paying its work-
ers a living wage and has 
an open-door policy for 
inspectors from the Worker 
Rights Consortium. Jessica 
Alvarenga, a junior and co-
alition member, said that the 
second West Mall venture 
was an “educational yet fun 
awareness event that proved 
effective as [they] received 
almost 900 signatures.” After 
seeing that the petition re-
ceived a significant number 
of signatures — proof that 
there is student demand for 
products provided through 
fair-labor means — the Co-
op invested $35,000 in Alta 
Gracia (although this is far 
short of the $250,000 the 
coalition called for).
The gradual accomplish-
ments of the Make UT 
Sweatshop-Free Coalition 
demonstrate the effective-
ness of persistent and dedi-
cated activism. You don’t 
have to agree with their 
cause to see that their rela-
tively radical approaches, 
including two nude aware-
ness events and a sit-in in 
UT President William Pow-
ers Jr.’s office that resulted in 
arrests, have captured the 
attention of students and 
elicited action from the Co-
op.
There are other causes 
for which nudity is deeply 
meaningful and intrinsic 
to the message, such as the 
SlutWalk marches that oc-
cur annually around the 
world. SlutWalk participants 
proclaim that a woman’s ap-
pearance is not an excuse 
for rape. To illustrate this 
point, scantily-clad women 
march with signs bearing 
slogans such as, “Don’t tell 
me what to wear, tell men 
not to rape.”
Whether organizations 
use nudity to make a point 
or purely to attract atten-
tion to their causes, the 
technique gets results. 
Change cannot always be 
effected with moderation, 
and although some find the 
nudity inappropriate, the 
shock factor bluntly expos-
es an important issue and 
increases interest in it. After 
all, in a world full of unre-
lenting injustice, there is no 
time for passive, half-assed 
advocacy.
Manescu is a journalism 
and international relations 
and global studies junior.
4A Opinion
Editor-in-Chief Susannah Jacob
Opinion
4Friday, November 16, 2012
LEGALESE
Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are those of the editor, the Editorial Board or the writer of 
the article. They are not necessarily those of the UT administration, the Board of Regents or the 
Texas Student Media Board of Operating Trustees.
EDITORIAL TWITTER
Follow The Daily Texan Editorial Board on Twitter 
(@DTeditorial) and receive updates on our latest editorials and columns. 
SUBMIT A FIRING LINE
E-mail your Firing Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.com. Letters must be more than 100 
and fewer than 300 words. The Texan reserves the right to edit all submissions for brevity, 
clarity and liability.
RECYCLE
Please recycle this copy of The Daily Texan. Place the paper in one of the recycling bins on cam-
pus or back in the  burnt-orange newsstand where you found it.
Budget needs rethinking
GALLERY
Baring it all for justice
We Asked: Are you skipping class?
Travis Knoll
Daily Texan Columnist
Larisa Manescu
Daily Texan Columnist
Editor’s note: We asked students around campus whether or not 
they planned to skip class next week before Thanksgiving break.
Gloria Li, biology freshman from Sugar Land
Are you skipping class next week? Yes, I am skipping 
one class next week.
On which days, and why? I’m skipping Wednesday — 
my economics class — from 1 to 2 p.m. because all of my 
classes are canceled on Wednesday, and one of my classes 
is canceled on Tuesday, so I figured I should just go home 
and spend more time with my family.
Leon Truong, biology junior from Grand Prairie
Are you skipping class next week? Yes.
On which days? I’m going to go home Wednesday, 
so I’m skipping class Thursday. Wednesday, actually, 
because Thanksgiving break starts on Thursday. So 
just Wednesday.
Why? Because I’m carpooling with someone and he has to 
go home Wednesday, so I have to kind of follow him.
Krishna Suzana, biology sophomore from Humble
Are you skipping class next week? Yes, I am. The only 
classes that I’m not skipping on Tuesday and Wednesday 
are classes that it hurts my grade if I miss. But the classes 
that professors haven’t canceled and it doesn’t matter for 
attendance, I’m not going.
Lexie Krause, biochemistry freshman from Humble
Are you skipping class next week? I am. My profes-
sors canceled class. All my professors canceled class on 
Wednesday. But Monday and Tuesday I am going to my 
class, because my grade would suffer if I didn’t go.
Juliana Leon, electrical engineering sophomore from Tomball
Are you skipping class next week? Yeah.
On which days, and why? On Wednesday. One of them, 
there’s reading for that day, so we don’t have to go to class. 
We can read on our own. And then the other one is a TA 
session, and he’s purposely not giving us a quiz when he 
usually gives us a quiz, so we don’t have to show up for it.
Maddy Burdick, civil engineering sophomore from College 
Station
Are you skipping class next week? All my classes on 
Wednesday got canceled, so I’m not going to class.
And that’s just on Wednesday? Yeah, just Wednesday. 
But I’m going to classes on Tuesday.
Joshua Kendall, environmental science junior from New 
London
Are you skipping class next week, or have your profes-
sors canceled classes? My professors aren’t canceling, 
and unfortunately, no, I’m not skipping class. 
Taylor Kelly, psychology junior from Kingwood
Are you skipping class next week, or have your 
professors canceled classes next week? My professors 
have canceled on Wednesday, and I will probably be 
skipping on Tuesday.
Why? I don’t have much time to be home with my family, 
so more time is better.
Lakeem Wilson | Daily Texan Cartoonist
In newspapers and on TV 
screens, Republican Party 
leaders are analyzing what 
went wrong with their most 
recent presidential bid, but 
members of UT’s College 
Republicans chapter are fo-
cusing on the future rather 
than the past. 
While members offered 
different theories to explain 
the Romney loss, commu-
nications director Danny 
Zeng attributed the Obama 
victory, which he said was 
larger than he expected, 
to a failure by the Repub-
lican Party to shape its 
public image.
“I don’t think we did very 
well in defining our narra-
tive, and we let the Obama 
campaign define who we are 
as Republicans,” Zeng said.
Zeng also said Republi-
cans have been unfairly por-
trayed as a regressive party.
“We’re painted as this anti-
progress party, but when you 
look at our organization, we 
have one of the most diverse 
officer boards of any party 
organization,” Zeng said.
According to data re-
leased by the New York 
Times, President Obama 
carried 93 percent of the 
black vote, 71 percent of the 
Hispanic vote and 73 per-
cent of the Asian vote.
Chief financial officer Ben 
Mendelson said the loss was 
primarily because of a low 
Republican voter turnout. 
“The party is a little bit 
behind the times in how it 
communicates with people 
on an individual level,” 
Mendelson said.
Republican pollster 
Michael Baselice, a guest 
speaker at College Repub-
licans’ meeting Thursday, 
offered a similar perspective 
on Romney’s loss. 
“We got schooled in 2008 by 
Obama in terms of social mar-
keting effort, youth and getting 
out the vote,” Baselice said. 
“That’s what hurt us again.”
Yet even with the presi-
dential loss, Zeng said there 
is reason to be optimistic. 
“We’re focusing on con-
necting our people with in-
ternships. Republicans control 
the state Senate and the House, 
so there are lots of opportuni-
ties and a lot of individuals our 
members are really passionate 
about,” Zeng said.
Zeng said the club’s focus 
now is the new legislative ses-
sion, which begins in January. 
Additionally, the club will 
continue to host its weekly 
speakers. It has already heard 
from speakers like Texas 
Comptroller Susan Combs 
and state Rep. Larry Gonzales 
(R-Round Rock) this year.   
Environmental science 
freshman Mitchell Riegler 
said he thinks the club has 
already moved on to focus 
on current events. 
“Politics is fast-paced,” 
Riegler said. “We have to 
move on past the election. 
We shouldn’t be too glum.”Students said no to elec-
tronic waste Thursday by 
recycling outdated devices 
in observance of America 
Recycles Day.
The Campus Environmen-
tal Center recognized the 
national holiday by hosting 
a recycling drive to collect 
students’ recyclable waste, 
including plastic bags, glass 
and electronics. Engineers 
for a Sustainable World, En-
gineering Council Sustain-
able Committee, the Office 
of Sustainability and the Di-
vision of Housing and Food 
Service set up tables at the 
event to collect specific items 
and educate students on the 
benefits of recycling.
The Campus Environmen-
tal Center hosts a recycling 
drive in honor of the holiday 
every year and focuses on a 
particular item to recycle 
each drive. 
Hunter Mangrum, 
spokesperson for the Divi-
sion of Housing and Food 
Service, said the division 
is working to help students 
become familiar with re-
cycling electronic waste. 
Electronic waste bins will 
be placed in residence halls 
before the end of Novem-
ber, Mangrum said. He said 
in addition to encouraging 
students to recycle elec-
tronic waste, the division 
has made all recycling bins 
into single-stream collec-
tions that collect plastic, 
aluminum and compost.  
“The ultimate goal as a 
University is to empow-
er students to take on the 
motto to change the world,” 
Mangrum said. “We hope 
that this will become the 
norm and that students will 
spread their education and 
environmentally conscious 
methods elsewhere.”
Psychology senior Faith 
Shin, director of the Cam-
pus Environmental Center, 
said the few places where 
electronic waste on campus 
can be recycled are often in-
accessible to students. Shin 
said many students throw 
out their electronics because 
of this, resulting in a lifetime 
in a landfill and the leak-
ing of toxic chemicals into 
water sources.
“Students consistently 
have to change out their 
electronics,” Shin said. 
“They typically change their 
cell phones every two years 
and their computers every 
three years. With this grow-
ing number, e-waste is be-
coming more of a problem 
on campus.”
According to the United 
Nations Environmental Pro-
gram, an estimated 20 to 50 
million tons of electronic 
waste is disposed of globally 
each year. Less than 20 percent 
of electronic waste worldwide 
is recycled, and 80 percent of 
U.S. electronic waste is export-
ed to Asia, according to Do 
Something, an organization 
for social change.
Geography junior Reanna 
Bain, assistant director of the 
Campus Environmental Cen-
ter, said the harmful chemi-
cals electronic waste contains, 
such as mercury and lead, are 
detrimental to the water sup-
plies of countries that receive 
U.S. electronic waste.
“E-waste is making whole 
countries into landfills of 
electronics,” Bain said.
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By Tiffany Hinman
E-waste added to recycling list
College Republicans look to future
By Jordan Rudner
managers to finalize the 
election results Monday.
“The ballot language pre-
sented to the voters of Tra-
vis County was understand-
able and allowed for further 
clarity on this important 
issue, which was our inten-
tion,” Brown said.
Yeakel said the plaintiffs 
do not meet the four stan-
dards required for the court 
to issue a preliminary in-
junction, which restrains 
a party in a case from pro-
ceeding with a particular ac-
tion and would prevent Cen-
tral Health from canvassing 
the votes for Proposition 1. 
To qualify for a prelimi-
nary injunction, plaintiffs 
must demonstrate four cri-
teria: a substantial likelihood 
that their case will prevail on 
its merits, a substantial threat 
that the plaintiffs will suffer 
irreparable harm if injunc-
tion is not granted, that the 
potential harm demonstrated 
by the plaintiffs exceeds the 
potential harm to the party 
they seek to restrain and that 
granting the injunction will 
serve the public interest.
Yeakel said the court 
has concerns regarding the 
plaintiffs’ standing to sue 
under the Voting Rights Act, 
which protects against elec-
tion laws that disenfranchise 
voters based on race.
“Plaintiffs ask this court 
to broaden application of 
the Voting Rights Act well 
beyond what was ever en-
visioned by Congress. If the 
plaintiffs survive [Central 
Health’s] standing challenge, 
they have an almost impos-
sible burden to demonstrate 
that the Voting Rights Act 
provides them the opportu-
nity to challenge the language 
of Proposition 1,” Yeakel said.
He said Travis County 
voters approved Proposi-
tion 1 by roughly 55 per-
cent, indicating public ap-
proval for the proposition’s 
implementation.
In a statement released 
Thursday, Stephen Casey, 
an attorney representing the 
Travis County Taxpayers 
Union and three other plain-
tiffs, said two of his plaintiffs 
are minorities and data from 
the Texas Education Agency 
shows that Travis County 
suffers from illiteracy prob-
lems among minorities.
“If that is the case, a change 
in the voting language of a 
ballot proposition, far be-
yond what is permitted by 
law, can have a harmful ef-
fect on the ability of some 
voters to understand what 
is on the ballot,” Casey said. 
The court is expected to rule 
on Central Health’s request to 
dismiss the case at a later date.
Ben Chesnut | Daily Texan Staff
Alejandro Paredes, a member of the Engineers for a Sustainable World, discusses recycling of 
old computer parts with a UT student during America Recycles Day.
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Alex King was finished 
with football.
The punter, who grew up 
tossing the ball around with his 
dad, felt lost and ready to move 
on to something different.
“At the end of the sea-
son I was totally exhausted 
emotionally and just needed 
some time,” Alex King said. 
“I just wasn’t quite sure what I 
wanted to do.”
He was emotionally drained 
after the toughest three-month 
stretch of his life. His dad, Dr. 
Michael King, died by suicide 
Oct. 7, 2011. With a year of 
eligibility remaining after the 
season, Alex felt compelled to 
take a different path. 
History degree in hand, he 
spent a day with an investment 
finance company in New York.
In New York, something 
clicked. The business world 
wasn’t for him: he belonged on 
a football field.
Alex King was born and 
bred a football player. His dad 
played quarterback at Hamp-
den-Sydney College and his 
uncles, John Mack and Geoff 
King, played at Duke and 
North Carolina, respectively.
Dr. King spent hours teach-
ing Alex the nuances of the 
quarterback position, refined 
his punting abilities and even 
showed him a few things on the 
basketball court.
“My dad definitely put a lot 
of pressure on Alex to succeed 
and be the best from a very 
young age,” Alex’s oldest sister, 
Katie, said. She describes her 
brother’s athletic accomplish-
ments as “ridiculous.”
But Alex thrived on it. He 
dropped bucket after bucket 
on the hardwood and filled 
up box scores during his time 
in high school. Alex walked 
on at Duke, the school Mack, 
sister Katie and brother 
Michael King attended.
Alex took the starting punter 
spot from Kevin Jones as a ju-
nior in 2010 and never gave it 
up. He solidified his role there 
and for a year, life was great.  
Until that fateful day.
Dr. King’s family knew he 
wasn’t well. It was just a part 
of the family dynamic growing 
up. But they loved him all the 
same.
Dr. King was an orthope-
dic surgeon who dedicated his 
life to helping people. He was 
active in the Winston-Salem 
community in North Carolina 
and volunteered as the on-call 
doctor at local high school 
football games. He stood on 
the sidelines every Friday for 
years, ready to assist young 
athletes, observing the game 
he loved and aiding the com-
munity that represented a huge 
piece of his life.
The King children, Alex 
and his three siblings — Katie, 
Michael and Marylynn — re-
member their childhood home 
as a walk-in infirmary for local 
high school athletes. Kids filed 
in and out on the weekends for 
free care at the gentle hands 
of Dr. King.
“Dad did everything on the 
kitchen counter,” Katie said. 
“Dad would look at arms, 
shoulders and legs. He applied 
braces, bandages and splints, 
everything short of an X-ray. 
He would just put on splint on 
and say, ‘Come see me at the of-
fice on Monday.’”
Under the surface, Dr. 
King struggled. He battled 
depression and rheumatoid 
arthritis. Despite the fam-
ily’s best efforts to lift his spir-
its, he felt he’d been stripped 
of a happiness that would 
never return.
“He couldn’t work anymore,” 
Alex King said. “He was an or-
thopedic surgeon, and his work 
was everything. Helping peo-
ple was his whole life. His job 
was everything to him. I think 
he just kind of felt like he didn’t 
have much else to give.” 
On the Friday morning of 
Duke’s bye week, Dr. King 
died by suicide. The act was 
planned, the notes left behind 
attested to that. But it was a 
raw moment for the family Dr. 
King left behind.
“We were disappointed 
and kind of shocked he 
went through with it,” Katie 
said. “But not all that sur-
prised because he hadn’t been 
that well.”
The period from that Friday 
to the next Saturday — the day 
of Alex’s first game since his 
dad’s death — was one of the 
toughest stretches of Alex’s life.
Four days after Dr. Kings’ 
death, more than 1,200 people 
gathered for his funeral, in-
cluding Duke’s entire coaching 
staff and many of Alex’s team-
mates.
Alex was ready to attend, but 
he didn’t have a pair of dress 
shoes. Katie said Alex was often 
at a loss to find attire for formal 
occasions. Since he and his dad 
wore the same size, Alex would 
often sneak into his dad’s closet 
and borrow clothes. He did so 
one last time on this occasion.  
Alex strode onto the stage 
wearing a pair of his dad’s dress 
shoes and talked about wanting 
to be as good a father as his dad 
was someday.
Alex said, “Those are some 
pretty big shoes to fill.” But 
then he paused, glancing down 
at his borrowed pair of shoes, 
and in a completely off-the-cuff 
line said, “I’m actually wearing 
his shoes right now and they fit 
pretty well.”
That line set off a rum-
ble of laughter and thousands 
of tears.
But only eight days later 
Alex returned to the field, 
this time in a pair of shoes all 
his own.
Duke faced Florida State 
the week following Dr. King’s 
death, and Alex decided to take 
the field to play in memory of 
his father. With a heavy heart, 
Alex delivered the best perfor-
mance of his career.
On five punts Alex averaged 
a massive 53.1 average, deliv-
ered a 60-yarder and knocked 
a punt inside the Florida State 
20-yard line. It was a showing 
that Duke’s current punter, 
Will Monday, called “one of 
the most impressive things I’ve 
ever seen at our position.”
The Blue Devils lost that 
day, but Alex was given the 
game ball in an emotional 
postgame scene.
In a fashion typical of 
Alex’s humble and quiet de-
meanor, he didn’t draw at-
tention to himself during the 
game. He stepped onto the 
field and honored his dad the 
best way possible — with his 
leg and an unwavering eye 
toward the sky.
“Ever since it happened I’ve 
been playing in his memory, 
and I think about him all the 
time,” Alex King said. “I tell 
him I love him all the time.”
Alex’s entire family attended 
the game in Durham, and there 
wasn’t a dry eye in the section 
of the stands that housed the 
players’ families. But Katie 
said friends always paused in 
their shared moment of grief to 
commend Alex’s maturity.
“It might make some 
people sad and weep and 
think, ‘Why me?’” Katie 
said. “Not Alex. It just makes 
him stronger.”
Alex played in his father’s 
memory the rest of the sea-
son and was named a second-
team All-ACC punter. Despite 
the success, King was hesitant 
to continue. But the more he 
thought about it, the less he 
wanted to walk away from the 
game. Alex loved football and 
longed to pay homage to his 
father’s memory.
“He taught me so much,” 
King said. “And I couldn’t think 
of a better way to honor him 
than to keep playing.”
But he’d have to find a new 
place to punt. He was wel-
come back at Duke, but there 
wasn’t a scholarship available 
for him. Duke head football 
coach David Cutcliffe decided 
to move forward with Monday 
at punter.
So Alex and Katie sat on Ka-
tie’s couch and made a list of ev-
ery school in the country that 
had a need for a punter, with 
Texas at the top of the list. Alex 
went out for the Longhorns’ 
spring game and once he saw 
Austin, that was it. Texas was 
where he wanted to be.
“It was the only school I 
visited, and the only coaches I 
talked to,” Alex King said.
Now Alex lines up in front 
of 100,000 fans at Darrell K 
Royal-Texas Memorial Sta-
dium and punts each day in 
his dad’s honor. It’s quite a 
different atmosphere from 
Duke, but fitting consider-
ing his dad’s obsession with 
cowboys. Dr. King had cow-
boy paintings, sculptures and 
a huge cowboy belt buckle, 
and if he saw Alex punting in 
Texas he’d be thrilled. Actu-
ally, he’d probably be doing 
his patented laugh and clap 
— a move he reserved for his 
kids when they accomplished 
something he was especially 
proud of. 
“We’ve talked often that if 
Dad could see Alex now, he’d 
be doing his laugh and clap,” 
Katie said. “He’d be so proud 
and so blown away to see how 
much he accomplished.”
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Punter picks up pieces
Following the sudden loss of his dad, 
King elected for a new start in Austin
By Chris Hummer
Lawrence Peart | Daily Texan Staff
Alex King’s father introduced him to the world of athletics. King went into college football following 
in his father’s footsteps, continues his legacy with his play as Texas’ starting following punter.
‘‘
He taught me so much, and I couldn’t 
think of a better way to honor him than 
to keep playing.
 — Alex King, senior punter
BILLS
DOLPHINS
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In 1990 at the NCAA 
Championships, Texas fin-
ished fourth. In the 22 years 
since then, the Longhorns 
haven’t been able to pull off 
a top-five finish.
Last season, Texas 
finished 11th. This sea-
son, Texas holds the No. 
5 position in rankings, 
the highest position the 
Longhorns have held in 
the history of the USTF-
CCCA poll, which makes 
that 22-year streak seem 
very vulnerable.
In addition to having the 
advantage of a high ranking, 
the Longhorns also have a 
remarkable coaching staff. 
For the second consecu-
tive year, assistant coach 
John Hayes was voted the 
NCAA South Central Re-
gion Coach of the Year by 
the USTFCCCA.
Hayes has worked all sea-
son to get the Longhorns to 
where they need to be for 
Saturday’s NCAA Cham-
pionships at 12:15 p.m. in 
Louisville, Ky. With a dedi-
cated Texas team capable 
of living up to its ranking, 
a top-five finish is well 
within reach.
— Rachel Wenzlaff
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
A Texas A&M Uni-
versity freshman wide 
receiver who had been 
missing since Monday 
was found safe Thurs-
day morning, according 
to police. 
According to a state-
ment released by the 
A&M Police Department 
on Thursday morning, 
Thomas Linze Johnson, 
18, was found safe in the 
Dallas area around 2:30 
a.m. Thursday. Texas 
A&M police investiga-
tors traveled to Dallas 
Wednesday to search for 
Johnson and located him 
with the assistance of the 
Dallas Police Department 
and the Texas Rangers.
No further infor-
mation is available at 
this time, according to 
the statement.
Texas A&M police 
released a statement 
Wednesday saying they 
were searching for John-
son, who had last been 
seen leaving his College 
Station residence around 
5 p.m. Monday. The 
statement said Johnson 
may have traveled to the 
Dallas area.
Johnson grew up and 
attended high school in 
Dallas, where he still has 
family and friends.
Johnson originally 
committed to play at UT 
but decommitted before 
signing with A&M. Dur-
ing his first season on the 
Aggie football team, he 
had 339 yards receiving 
and one touchdown.
— David Maly
Missing Texas A&M 
wide receiver found
Horns playing for 
first national title
FOOTBALL FEATURE
Lawrence Peart
Daily Texan 
file photo
King celebrates 
with his 
teammates 
in Stillwater 
against 
Oklahoma State. 
He is averaging 
more than 45 
yards per punt 
this season. 
Texas averaged 
34 yards per punt 
last season.
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ACROSS
 1 Clobber
 5 Lakeside rental
11 Angel dust
14 O’Neill whom 
J. D. Salinger 
wanted to 
marry
15 Arrived by plane
16 Sweater letter
17 Huge snagger 
of salmon
20 On the dot
21 Pulverized 
perfumery item
22 “Here ___, there 
…”
23 Gum ball
24 ___ jure
25 Cheery cashier 
in Progressive 
ads
27 Hoosier 
humorist George
29 Follow, as a 
leader
38 Behaves like a 
puppy dog, say
39 Quaint worker 
doing a hansom 
job?
40 Steps around?
41 Gazetteer abbr.
42 El Paraguay, 
e.g.
43 D-day divider?
46 Slangy hello
49 Run out
52 Winter warmer
55 Before
57 Caseworker’s 
compilation
59 Interior 
decorator’s 
concern
60 Mirthful
61 Part of a C.S.A. 
signature
62 6-Down locale
63 Combination of 
rings?
64 Wine list section
DOWN
 1 Concave 
kitchenware
 2 Kerfuffle
 3 Let flow
 4 Jewelry 
purchase
 5 Stone picture
 6 It’s bent on a 
bender
 7 Roman land
 8 Old arena 
draw?
 9 Bird that lays a 
one-pound egg
10 Sleep sites
11 Before one’s big 
opening?
12 Organization’s 
opposite
13 ___ Velho, 
Brazil
18 Formal 
defenses
19 Brush
26 Low tie
27 Household 
helper
28 Beyond elated
29 They might be 
nervous
30 Order to get 
moving
31 “Felicity” star 
Russell
32 ___ per second 
(luminosity unit)
33 Galley order
34 Setting of a 
Barry Manilow 
hit
35 Pro follower
36 Sugar suffixes
37 Simple
43 Leader of the 
pack
44 Frère’s sibling
45 Imposing a 
general liability, 
legally
46 Morning ritual, 
for many
47 Dark
48 “Fiddle-faddle!”
50 Made hot?
51 Clichéd
53 Bart Simpson’s 
middle name
54 “___, you 
noblest English”: 
Shak.
56 Basic solutions
58 1969 Peace 
Prize grp.
Puzzle by Martin Ashwood-Smith
For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Today’s solution will appear here tomorrow
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
Crop it out, or it’ll be the the fishes for ya!
SUD
OKU
FOR
YOU
SUDOKUFORYOU
 
t
2 9 4 7 3 1 6 8 5
7 8 3 5 2 6 9 4 1
6 5 1 4 8 9 2 3 7
3 4 8 9 7 2 5 1 6
9 6 5 8 1 4 7 2 3
1 2 7 6 5 3 8 9 4
5 7 2 3 4 8 1 6 9
8 3 6 1 9 5 4 7 2
4 1 9 2 6 7 3 5 8
9 8 2 4 3 6 5 7 1
5 7 3 9 1 8 4 6 2
6 1 4 5 7 2 3 8 9
2 4 6 8 9 5 7 1 3
3 9 7 1 6 4 8 2 5
1 5 8 3 2 7 9 4 6
4 6 5 2 8 3  9 7
8 2 1 7 5 9 6 3 4
7 3 9 6 4 1 2 5 8
9   4
  3  1 8
6 1 4  7    9
 4  8     3
 9 7    8 2
1     7  4
4    8  1 9 7
   7 5  6
     1   8
cliona gunter
anik Bhattacharya
julio avila
cody Bubenik
There’s no glitter left at 617 
East Seventh Street, the space 
formerly occupied by Beauty 
Bar. The beehive-clad silhou-
ettes and Neapolitan painted 
walls have been replaced by 
richly-colored reclaimed wood, 
bare concrete floors and dark 
brick accents. The Americana 
vibe of Holy Mountain fills the 
void its previous retro-kitsch 
occupant left behind.
Manager and owner James 
Taylor says he and his busi-
ness partners were going for 
a classic American heritage 
feel, “like drinking whiskey in 
your grandfather’s basement 
in the Midwest.” This makes it 
an ideal location for Austin’s 
self-described “sweaty, whis-
key rock” band, The Couch, 
to hold its upcoming album 
release show.
“We had previously set it 
up at another place but ended 
up deciding to do it here,” 
guitarist Taylor Wilkins said, 
sipping a Lone Star at Holy 
Mountain’s iron patio table, 
one of the few relics left be-
hind from Beauty Bar. “It’s a 
brand new venue here. And 
we’re not a new band, but we 
have a new sound, a new di-
rection. We’ve done a lot of 
good things in the past but 
this is almost like starting all 
over again for us.”
The band has been around, 
in various incarnations, since 
about 2007, when Wilkins 
and drummer Jud Johnson 
met up and played shows 
around San Marcos. After 
cycling through several bass 
players, Kyle Robarge stuck 
around and, most recently, 
Sara Houser joined in on key-
board and vocals, rounding 
out the band’s current lineup.
“The Couch has recorded 
several albums before, but 
this is the first one as a four-
piece and the first album that 
we all decided, ‘Hey, let’s 
write and record this album 
together,’” Wilkins said. 
One of the most noticeable 
changes on the new album 
is Houser’s contribution on 
vocals. The addition of the 
female singer into The Couch 
about a year ago helped add a 
new facet to the band’s sound.
“I guess I kind of threw a 
wrench into the whole dy-
namic of the band, but the full 
length is half of me singing lead 
which is a pretty big change for 
The Couch,” Houser said. “And 
it probably wouldn’t be as big 
of a deal if I wasn’t a chick, but 
it will probably catch a few 
people off guard.”
Robarge agreed, mostly, 
with Houser.
“I don’t think [she] threw 
a wrench in things,” Ro-
barge said. “The dynamic has 
changed for sure, but we just 
kind of took a different turn 
and that’s cool. We have kind 
of a one-two punch now that 
we have a girl and guy singer 
in the band, and all four of us 
can sing now and do a whole 
different sound.”
It was a slow climb back to 
recognition after the band’s 
move from San Marcos to Aus-
tin. A steady diet of practice 
and small shows helped build 
the band’s image in its new city.
“We were always under the 
philosophy of practice a lot 
then play really well for the 
five or six or however many 
people were at the shows,” 
Wilkins said. “It’s about go-
ing out there and kicking ass 
in front of the crowd that you 
do have and just developing 
a live show that would make 
them want to have you come 
back and play again.”
Although its sound has 
evolved with the new album, 
The Couch retains its rock roots.
“We’ve brought in a gen-
eral direction of change with 
bringing in these new pop ele-
ments,” Wilkins said. “I mean, 
I love pop music, but I hate it 
at the same time. It’s gotta have 
some rock behind it, it’s gotta 
have that foundation. It’s gotta 
have balls.”
Students who want to be 
in the audience can pick up 
wristbands from the business 
office located on the ground 
floor of Hearst Student Media 
Building all day Friday.
In the age of the “Twi-
light” phenomenon, the case 
has been made plenty of 
times that Bella Swan is not a 
feminist. She is a terrible role 
model for young girls. Her re-
lationship with Edward is bor-
derline abusive. We’ve thrown 
all the punches at poor Bella.
But in the final installment 
of the “Twilight” films, “Break-
ing Dawn - Part 2,” we finally 
see Bella at her least helpless. 
Granted, she’s given up a beat-
ing heart to get where she is.
In the first three mov-
ies, Bella is often forced into 
these anti-feminist situations. 
When Edward leaves her, Bel-
la goes into a catatonic state. 
She literally cannot function 
without his stalker tendencies 
and smothering protective-
ness. When vampires come 
to kill her, Jacob must carry 
her up a mountain so that her 
scent can’t be traced. Forced 
cuddling follows so that she 
doesn’t die of frostbite. In the 
first three movies, Bella rarely 
makes her own decisions, and 
when she does they are often 
self-sacrificing to save one of 
the two men/creatures in their 
freaky love triangle.
But “Breaking Dawn - Part 
2” has a new flavor. Bella ac-
tually says, “I was born to be a 
vampire,” which, despite being 
a terrible line, really conveys 
how she behaves in this movie. 
She’s comfortable in her own 
skin, sits up straight, blinks a 
normal amount and makes 
some of her own decisions. 
We see her arm wrestling with 
Emmett, conditioning her 
shield power to protect her 
family and running errands 
by herself, which seemed so 
strange because she has al-
most never had a scene alone 
until now. Seriously, Edward 
broke into her house to watch 
her sleep back in the day.
I think the list of feminist 
grievances and Bella’s even-
tual self-actualization prob-
ably cancel each other out. She 
is not the best “feminist role 
model.” But there are not a 
lot of leading ladies right now. 
Katniss Everdeen from the 
“Hunger Games” may be Bel-
la’s closest competition. We’ve 
just come out of our “Harry 
Potter” daze and there seems 
to be a new superhero movie 
every month, none of which 
give young girls and women 
someone to look to as a “femi-
nist role model.”  
Here we reach the crux of 
the problem. Yes, I can watch 
“Girls” on HBO GO, read 
Jezebel and develop my own 
conclusions about women in 
the media as a 20-something 
young woman. But when I 
was 13, I gobbled “Twilight” 
up. I had a subscription to 
Seventeen that told me to 
buy a hair product (that I 
still have) because boys liked 
the way it smelled. When 
you are a young girl, you 
don’t make a huge effort to 
look beyond what’s popular, 
what’s right in front of you at 
Barnes & Noble, playing on 
the big screen or what’s be-
ing discussed during dance 
team practice. 
So if we are giving im-
pressionable young girls 
only two choices for a femi-
nist role model, and Bella 
is one of them, clearly this 
is a problem beyond “Twi-
light,” Kristen Stewart and 
Stephenie Meyers. 
8 L&A
Kelsey McKinney, Life & Arts Editor 
Life & Arts
8Friday, November 16, 2012
By Alexandra Hart
The Couch cozies up to Austin
MUSIC PREVIEW | LOCAL LIVE
“Twilight” is the kind of 
franchise whose success si-
multaneously makes zero 
sense and all the sense in 
the world. It is an exercise in 
horrible writing and charac-
terization, but just the right 
combination of horror and 
blatant wish fulfillment. 
Thankfully, “Breaking Dawn 
– Part 2” is the last audi-
ences will have to endure 
of Bella and Edward, and it 
manages to be just as weak 
as the earlier films.
In the finale, Bella (Kris-
ten Stewart) is a vampire, 
transformed to keep from 
dying after Edward (Rob-
ert Pattinson) gnawed their 
child out of her uterus. That 
child, Renesmee (Macken-
zie Foy), is an unprecedent-
ed combination of vampire 
and human, and draws the 
attention of the nefarious 
Volturi. Led by Michael 
Sheen’s Aro, the Volturi de-
cide to attack Edward and 
his family but conveniently 
give the heroes time to as-
semble a team of vampires 
to fight alongside them, 
each with different super-
powers — why do vampires 
need superpowers anyway?
“Breaking Dawn”’s listless 
opening scenes deal with 
Bella learning to become a 
vampire, but Stewart hasn’t 
developed as an actress 
over the course of these 
five films. Even when she’s 
freshly turned and thirst-
ing for blood, there’s not 
much to her performance, 
and Stewart’s shift into 
predator mode is one of the 
least convincing parts of 
“Breaking Dawn.”
Even worse is Jacob (Tay-
lor Lautner), who, in this 
movie, has fallen in love 
with the infant Renesmee. 
Jacob and Edward have 
never been particularly 
compelling characters, and 
several of the best moments 
in “Breaking Dawn” come 
about accidentally when 
Lautner and Pattinson are 
struggling to sputter out 
credible dramatic dialogue.
But the most baffling 
and frustrating thing about 
“Breaking Dawn” is its cli-
max. For about 10 minutes, 
the film becomes undeni-
ably entertaining. It racks 
up a body count of memo-
rable characters, boasting 
some of the series’ most 
impressive effects and a hi-
larious number of bloodless 
decapitations to boot. It’s a 
rare moment in the “Twi-
light” saga when you actu-
ally invest in what’s happen-
ing, and for the first time, 
there are actual stakes. All 
of a sudden, “Breaking 
Dawn” undoes the sparse 
goodwill it was working 
toward. Sure, things wrap 
up with a cavity-inducing 
montage of Edward and 
Bella clips that would have 
been better suited for You-
Tube, but there’s no sense of 
the characters having over-
come anything.
In the end, “Breaking 
Dawn” didn’t need to be two 
movies. The pacing is a mess, 
an unsatisfying meander. 
Once the film finally picks 
up in the third act, it throws 
that momentum back in the 
audience’s face with a scoff. 
It’s hard to deny that these 
films have some most hor-
rendous acting, uninspired 
storytelling and lots of unin-
tentionally uproarious mo-
ments. “Breaking Dawn” is 
an inconsequential end to a 
franchise built on wish ful-
fillment. Thankfully, it’s just 
that — the end.
By Alex Williams
‘Breaking Dawn’ breaks down
MOVIE REVIEW | ‘BREAKING DAWN’ - PART 2 COLUMN  | ‘TWILIGHT’
 Photo courtesy of Summit Films
The newly vampiric Bella (Kristen Stewart) gets into an arm-
wrestling match in “The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 2.” 
The Couch at Local Live
When: Sunday, November 18
Where: Walter Cronkite Plaza
Bella falls short as feminist heroine
Breaking Dawn - Part 2  
Bill Condon
Genre: Romance
Runtime: 115 min.
Holy Mountain release 
Where: Holy Mountain
When: December 1 at 9 p.m.
Marisa Vasquez | Daily Texan Staff 
Guitarist/lead singer Taylor Wilkins, vocalist/keyboardist Sara Houser, percussionist Jud Johnson and bassist Kyle Robarge make up the rock band The Couch.  
Upcoming shows
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